
MEMO: Licensing Unit 

To Licensing Unit Date 15 November 2019 

From Richard Kalu Telephone 020 7525 4642 

Email richard.kalu@southwark.gov.uk 

Subject: London Local Authorities Act 1991 – Sheer Nails, 209 Old Kent Road, London, 
SE1 5NA 

I write to object to the grant of a special treatments licence application submitted by Ms 
Elizabeth Akinbo under the London Local Authorities Act 1991 for the premises named as 
Sheer Nails located at 209 Old Kent Road, London, SE1 5NA. 

The application for a special treatment licence has been made so as to provide manicure, 
nail extensions and pedicure to members of the public. 

My objection is based on the following criteria: 
1. There is a likelihood of nuisance being caused by reason of the conduct of

management.

2. The premises are not provided with satisfactory means of lighting, sanitation and
ventilation;

The premises is inadequately ventilated and residents are living directly above the 
premises, fumes from the nail treatments are likely to build up and affect the use of the 
residential premises directly above. 

3. The persons concerned or intended to be concerned in the conduct or management of
the premises used for special treatment could be reasonably regarded as not being fit
and proper persons to hold such a licence;

the premises have been or are being improperly conducted; 

The applicant has been found on three occasions at two commercial addresses to be 
operating an unlicensed nail bar, section 6 (1) of the London Local Authorities Act 1991 
states that: 

“no premises shall be used in the borough as an establishment for special treatment 
except under and in accordance with a special treatment licence granted under this 
section by the borough council”. 

The first occasion was on the 11 April 2019 when a licensing officer visited Elegant Nails 
located at 416 Albany Road, SE5 0DH and found 4 nail operatives working within the 
premises. The operator of the premises had notified Southwark Council Licensing in a 
transfer special treatment licensing application that there were two operatives working 
within the premises.  

When a licensing officer visited the premises on the 11 April 2019 there were four nail 
operatives working within the premises and two were unlicensed. 
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The second occasion was on the 7 June 2019 at the premises known as Sheer Nails 
located at 209 Old Kent Road, London SE1 5NA. A licensing officer and health & safety 
officer visited the premises and witnessed the premises being operated as an unlicensed 
nail bar providing special treatments in the form of nail manicure to members of the public. 

Advice was provided to Ms Elizabeth Akinbo by the licensing officer to cease trading from 
the ground floor of the premises until a special treatment licence had been applied for and 
granted. 

A third visit was subsequently made to  Sheer Nails located at 209 Old Kent Road, London 
SE1 5NA on the 18 June 2019. Licensing officers again witnessed the premises operating 
unlicensed in the basement of the premises. Licensing officers believe the movement of 
the unlicensed nail special treatments into the basement of the premises by Ms Elizabeth 
Akinbo was done to mislead visiting officers into believing the premises had ceased 
trading. 

In support of my objection to this application, I attach witness statements from council 
officers who have visited the premises operated by Ms Elizabeth Akinbo and detected 
unlicensed activity. I shall be calling officers to provide evidence in support of my objection 
to grant this licensing application 

These incidents are currently under investigation with a view to prosecution under section 
14 of this Act. These offences, if found guilty, would also constitute additional grounds for 
refusing this application as the applicant has knowingly continued to provide unlicensed 
special treatments which brings into question their suitability as a fit and proper person to 
hold a special treatment licence. 

I submit that Ms Elizabeth Akinbo is not fit and proper person to hold a special treatment 
licence and recommend that the application for a special treatments licence is refused. 

Richard Kalu 
Principal Enforcement Officer 
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